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DOG PARK DOGS ON-LEASH
& CoMMUNITY COMMITTE

Park groups ask mayoral candidates about
dog parks and off-leash dogs

MEDIA RELEASE

Toronto, ON, May 19, 2023 — The Toronto Dog Park Community and High Park Dogs On-Leash
Committee have come together to constructively address one of Toronto's most contentious
subjects: dog parks and off-leash dogs.

Together, they have asked leading candidates in the 2023 Toronto by-election for mayor the same
five questions, below, and requested responses by May 26, 2023. Responses will be posted on
dogparksto.com as they are received.

Their questions to mayoral candidates are:

1. What has your experience been with Toronto's off-leash areas?

2. What changes would you make that result in park washrooms that are open longer, drinking
fountains that work, and off-leash areas that are well-designed and maintained?

3. How would you reduce off-leash dogs in environmentally sensitive areas and encourage
people to only let dogs off leash in designated areas?

4. Only about 30% of Toronto's 300,000+ dogs are licensed. How would you increase this number
and what would you use the revenue fore

5. Would you support the Toronto Dog Park Community’s petition for a citywide off-leash area
master plan that reflects international best practices? Why or why not?

Toronto dog parks recently made international news when *no barking” signs were posted at
St. Andrew’s Playground Dog Park, prompting discussions about the larger, ongoing issues.

Toronto's dog population has grown since the pandemic, as has park use. Yet we're living closer
together in smaller homes sharing finite greenspace. Some people like dogs. Some people don't. So,
it's important to create conditions where people can live in harmony.

Cities across North America are creating helpful plans and strategies that optimize how people and
pets share public spaces. These plans are based on international reviews and are advantageous to
everyone. The idea is to build dog parks the right way, in the right places — keeping off-leash dogs
away from the wrong places.

Toronto's off-leash policy is brief, contains no public design guidelines, and has not been updated
since 2010 despite a 2019 motion by City Council.

Instead of proactively planning dog park locations, Toronto uses a request system. From Liberty
Village to King West, CityPlace and along the Waterfront, all of these areas were built with insufficient
infrastructure for dog owners, resulting in conflict.

City Planning has created pet-friendly guidelines for developers, which include dog parks. While these
guidelines are good, they are optional and do not align with City standards.



About the Toronto Dog Park Community

The Toronto Dog Park Community is a grassroots organization with over 5,700 members across the city.
Their primary goal is to inspire the City of Toronto to develop a comprehensive, evidence-based off-
leash strategy or master plan that reflects the best practices of cities across North America and
around the world. This would solve our existing challenges, which are significant and avoidable,
leading to better parks, increased by-law compliance, fewer conflicts and a more livable, enjoyable
city for everyone.

About the High Park Dogs On-Leash Committee

The High Park Dogs On-Leash Committee is a volunteer run group whose mission is to educate the
public about the impact that off-leash dogs are having on High Park and its users and to reduce the
number of dogs off-leash violations taking place in the park.

Contacts:

Eric Code, Founder, Toronto Dog Park Community
dogparksto@gmail.com

Tracy Loconte, Founder, High Park Dogs On-Leash Committee
highparkonleash@gmail.com

-30-



