People, Parks & Dogs Strategies

A closer ook




What’s a People, Parks & Dogs Strategy?

A holistic plan based on research and best practices, used to create and
operate dog parks as a strategic, citywide system that optimizes park
experiences and creates harmony for people with and without dogs.




Common elements of
People, Parks & Dogs Strategies

* Research findings

«  Community consultation results

« Summary of best practices

* Plans for new locations based on population

« Standards and guidelines
*  Minimum size
«  Surface materials (selected for unique conditions)
»  Design, accessibility and amenities
* Fences and gates
*  Environment
+ Tiered classification system
* Implementation, maintenance, and waste management plans
« Stewardship and ambassador programs

 Rules and enforcement
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Why Toronto would benefit from one

« Toronto has changed: more people, more dogs, skyrocketing development, higher density,
smaller homes and limited park land

« Our dog parks are designed by multiple groups

« Our dog parks vary in size, design, safety and condition

« Animprovement plan would increase efficiency and effectiveness
« Standards seemingly vary by neighbourhood

« (Concerns regarding surface materials, accessibility, size, fencing, trees, shade, lighting,
water, mud, odor, dust, the need for more dog parks and unwelcoming conditions

« Problems with off-leash dogs in undesignated areas and people not picking up after their
dogs

« Conflicts between dog owners and non-dog owners

« Off-leash strategies make cities better for everyone, including people who don’t own dogs
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Regional approaches at a glance

. : (0~
* South Australia ! - i A N W R et
* Surrey
« Calgary UNLEASHED A GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL DOG PARKS

« Strathcona County
* Medicine Hat
 Edmonton

* Morinville

« Barrie

» Prince George
* Vaughn

o Seattle

* Denver

«  Winnipeg
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TORONTO

South Australia &, voc pax

Size

« Should be large enough to prevent crowding

» Larger dog parks: less wear on surface materials, less stressful to dogs
« Smaller dog parks: enable off-leash opportunities in inner city

Shape
» Linear: encourages movement and exercise
» Irregular: create spaces for dogs to retreat to (better than rectangles)

Activity zones and paths

» Use circulation paths to define zones to encourage movement
» People and dogs space out (safer)

* |mproved accessibility

Surface materials

« Big impact on the appearance and experience

« A combination of surface materials should be used

« Match surface materials to activity zones and intensity
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TORONTO

Surrey & o5

Size

« Big enough to avoid site degradation
- smaller sizes concentrate foot traffic and trampling

* The recommended minimum size for dog off leash areas: 2.5 acres
- sites as small as 1.25 acres may be considered

Tiers

* Neighbourhood:  0.5-2 acres
«  Community: 2-10 acres
» Destination: 10+ acres

* Amenities vary by tier

Surface materials
« Select a combination for the specific site
» Consider intensity of use, drainage, aesthetics and sensory interest

« Natural grass turf is the preferred surface material identified by dog owners
(best for large, open areas)
« Consider providing grass turf in areas of lower intensity of use
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DESIGN WITH CONTEXT

REVEGETATED AREA

GUILDFORD: PORT MANN PARK DESTINATION PARK 5 ACRES / 2 HECTARES

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
DOG OFF LEASH AREA STRATEGY

3 100 Detailed design of this site will require an update to the Port Mann Park Master Plan, and will require improved access to the SPACE+PLACE LSURREY

parking lot. Circulation within the dog park should be connected to the overall park circulation system. 2




TORONTO

Calgary & 295 PRk

Approach
Over 150 off-leash areas (account for about 17% of park land)
* Quite large (up to 106 acres or ~50 CFL football fields)
* Multi-use - for everyone (not just for dogs and dog owners)
» Destination parks with hiking trails
« Some smaller dog parks (one downtown)
* Include dog parks as a key consideration when planning communities

Tiered classification

« Parking, amenities and location vary by tier
* Neighbourhood: < 10.9 hectares
«  Community: 10.9 to 49 acres
* Regional: 49 acres plus

Surface materials
» Larger dog parks: natural with walking trails
« Smaller dog parks: combination
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Calgary & 295 PRk

Off-Leash Ambassador Program

As part of this official City program, volunteers:

Promote responsible pet ownership, positive pet interactions and safety
Answer questions regarding Calgary’s bylaws in off-leash areas

Act as positive role models in off-leash parks in terms of adhering with bylaws
Provide an avenue for citizens to share concerns

Promote the work of Animal & Bylaw Services and the services available at the
Animal Services Centre, such as animal adoption and licensing

Free dog training events
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Clockwise from top left: Two typical Calgary off-leash areas, a Dog Park Ambassador Connaught Off-Leash Park
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Mississauga (& 295 PARK

Unique system
« Seven dog parks
« Quite large

 Put less-desirable land
to great use

« City provides land
and grass cutting
(recent addition)

* \Volunteers raise funds
for everything else (and
get their hands dirty)

« Parks are extremely
well loved




TORONTO

Toronto & DOC PARK

Summary

« 70+ DOLAs

« 0.1109.4 acres in size

» Most located in higher density neighbourhoods

* Request system

« Few destination dog parks for off-leash hiking

» Vary widely in size and design

» While citywide standards exist, there are local variations

» Developing criteria to improve existing dog parks

» Developing pet-friendly guidelines for high-density developments
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Wiilowdale Ddg Park, Corktown Common Dbg Park; Cbronaﬂon Park Dog Park
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Vancouver DOG PARK

COMMUNITY

Recently developed an new, People Parks and Dogs Strategy

“As in many other major North American cities, the number of people and
dogs in Vancouver is growing. With population growth and people living in
smaller spaces, it’s now more important than ever to balance different uses of
parks and public spaces.”
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Vancouver & Do P
Two years in the making

« Extensive research and consultation
» Reviewed off-leash practices from eleven cities

Highlights

» Tiered classification: neighbourhood (< 3 acres) and destination (> 3 acres +)

« Make off-leash areas more appealing and universally accessible

« Formal stewardship program

* Investigate potential partnership and funding opportunities (amenities)

* Add new off-leash areas, prioritizing under-served neighbourhoods

» The selection of surface materials should be informed by usage, intensity,
appeal to park users, comfort and safety for dogs, and cost

» Position entrances close to parking or sidewalks to help reduce off-leash
activity outside the dog park

» Pea gravel not preferred



NEIGHBOURHOOD Urban Off—Leash Area
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Amenltles to" -
- attract and sup ort’
¢+ high usage, suc
as water jets /
- water channeland -
. & climbing mound

~—= Secure fencing

,/"

Seatmg wall with
* “elevated planting to
" break-up space and P
“sightlines >

‘Special artificial turf
=4 ge§igned for-dogs

Size: From 0.04 to 0.4 ha a""""& Boundaries: secure, high [} Circulation: Designed to
(01 to 1acre) - E quality fencing "8 reduce congestion

Surfacing: Durable, ‘Tl Adjacencies: More Standard and special

specialty surfacing compatible adjacencies amenities to attract and
support high use, such
as water play and aqility




