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Making a positive impact on
 Toronto’s parks and ravines

How to

Few people spend more time in parks 
than dog owners, and that means we 
have in important role to play in keeping 
the great outdoors great for people, pets 
and wildlife.
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Respecting nature is only natural

Dog poop doesn’t decompose like you may think.
Not only is it harmful to the environment, it can 
spread sickness and disease to other dogs. Always 
dispose of it properly, in the green bin or garbage. 

There are a number of reasons for this, including 
local wildlife. Even the gentlest off-leash dog can 
stress or injure animals by accident. The eggs of 
ground-nesting birds are particularly vulnerable.

Vegetation can be easily trampled by feet and paws, 
robbing wildlife of habitat and food sources. Plus, wildlife 
may avoid entire areas if dogs mark their territory.

This is one of the ways we can have a huge positive 
impact on our parks, making them safer for dogs and 
wildlife. Plus, it’s just good karma.

We are the eyes and ears of the parks we visit.
If you encounter a situation that requires reporting 
or assistance and feel comfortable doing so, please 
take the time.

Here are fi ve easy essentials to remember:

Always pick up after your dog

Keep your dog on a leash outside the dog park

Stay on the trail

Pick up any litter you may encounter along the way

Report any bylaw infractions to 311

Benefi ts of 
 dog parks

Improved bylaw compliance

Reduced off-leash activity in undesignated areas

Reduced crime, since dog parks activate parks 
and surrounding areas with alert people and dogs

Safe spaces for people of all ages and abilities

Dogs that are well socialized and exercised tend 
to be better behaved

Can create a supportive environment for responsible 
dog ownership

Stronger communities and supportive friendships

Health and happiness

Dog parks have many benefi ts to people, 
pets, parks and communities, including:

Killdeer eggs Red-necked Grebe

High Park off-leash trails

How do you feel about 
Toronto’s dog parks? 
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We want your input! The more we know, the easier it will 
be to create positive change. Visit bit.ly/DogsTO today.

Any thoughts or ideas about 
dogs in our shared spaces? 
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Why people let their dogs 
off-leash in undesignated areas

Most important features of appealing dog parks

Top three barriers to using dog parks

As awesome as dogs are 
and as fun as dog parks can be, 

there’s always room for improvement!

That’s why we conducted a 
citywide survey to learn more about 

existing challenges and ways to address them.

The following data is based on responses from 
over 1,000 Toronto dog park users

WOULD COMPLY WITH OFF-
LEASH BYLAWS IF THEIR DOG 
PARKS WERE MORE APPEALING

91% FEEL THAT DOG PARKS 
ARE IMPORTANT TO THEIR 
QUALITY OF LIFE

93% INCREASE VOLUNTARY BYLAW 
COMPLIANCE BY MAKING TORONTO’S 
DOG PARKS MORE APPEALING

WE 
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Surface material ratings (% good or very good)
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Few people gave Toronto’s dog parks 
positive ratings  (% good or very good)
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